
COMMON COUNCIL 
July 13, 2026 

 
The Common Council met in a regular meeting on July 13, 2026, at 7:00 P.M. in the Council 
Chambers, 301 East Clinton Street, Frankfort, Indiana.  
 
Mayor Judy Sheets called the meeting to order and lead the assembly in the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Upon roll call, the following members were present: Mayor Judy Sheets, Isac 
Chavez, Robert Stevens, Clarence Warthan, John Large, Steve Beardsley, and Eric Woods. 
Taylor Crenshaw was absent. Also present were Clerk Treasurer Carol Bartley and Attorney 
Alicia Albertson.   
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the June 8, 2026 regular meeting were presented for approval. Councilmember 
Chavez made a motion to approve the minutes as presented, seconded by Councilmember 
Stevens. Councilmember Warthan abstained. Upon a roll call vote, five ayes were recorded. 
Motion carried 5-0-1.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
David Riggs (1160 Dolsen St. Frankfort) requested the city intervene in stopped trains. Mr. Riggs 
also requested a moratorium regarding the data center.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Mayor Sheets called a recess of the meeting at 7:07 P.M. and opened a public hearing for 
Ordinance No. 26-13. Mayor Sheets explained that it is for additional appropriation for the street 
department for the backhoe.    
 
Mayor Sheets closed the public hearing and re-opened the council meeting at 7:08 P.M.  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 26-13: ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 
Councilmember Beardsley made a motion to pass Ordinance 26-13 on second reading, seconded 
by Councilmember Stevens. Upon a roll call vote, six ayes were recorded. Motion carried 6-0 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
Mayor Sheets called a recess of the meeting at 7:09 P.M. and opened a public hearing Ordinance 
No. 26-16. Mayor Sheets explained that this is for an additional appropriation for the Parks 
Department to cover the insurance deductibe for recent storm damage. 
 
Mayor Sheets closed the public hearing and re-opened the council meeting at 7:09 P.M.  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 26-16: ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 
Councilmember Stevens made a motion to pass Ordinance 26-16 on second reading, seconded by 
Councilmember Large. Upon a roll call vote, six ayes were recorded. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 26-17: ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 



Councilmember Beardsley made a motion to read Ordinance 26-17 by title only, seconded by 
Councilmember Woods. Upon a roll call vote, six ayes were recorded. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
City Clerk Treasurer Carol Bartley read the Ordinance by title only.  
 
Councilmember Chavez made a motion to pass 26-17 on first reading, seconded by 
Councilmember Large. Upon a roll call vote, six ayes were recorded. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 26-18: AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A WHEEL TAX AND MOTOR 
VEHICLE EXCISE SURTAX FOR THE CITY OF FRANKFORT, INDIANA 
Councilmember Woods made a motion to read Ordinance 26-18 by title only, seconded by 
Councilmember Chavez. Upon a roll call vote, six ayes were recorded. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
City Clerk Treasurer Carol Bartley read the Ordinance by title only.  
 
City Attorney Alicia Albertson recommended that the council pass this on first reading only and 
then consider it for second reading in August. She informed the board this must be passed by 
September to meet timelines for it to go into effect. Councilmember Woods clarified that this is 
not an additional tax, but a redistribution. City Attorney Albertson informed the board that 
currently wheel and excise taxes are collected by the county. This would allow the city to collect 
these taxes directly.  
 
Councilmember Stevens made a motion to pass Ordinance 26-18 on first reading, seconded by 
Councilmember Beardsley. Upon a roll call vote, six ayes were recorded. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: RIGHT OF REFUSAL 
City Attorney Alicia Albertson recommended a motion to approve the right of first refusal, 
memorandum of right of first refusal, and release of right of first refusal, and authorize the mayor 
to sign those documents, and provide them to the purchaser after the purchaser has signed the 
right of first refusal and memorandum of right of first refusal. Councilmember Beardsley made a 
motion to approve the right of first refusal recommendation of Attorney Albertson, seconded by 
Councilmember Stevens. Upon a roll call vote, six ayes were recorded. Motion carried 6-0. 
 
VISION ZERO POLICY 
Kimberly Black asked Council to consider passing a vision zero policy by resolution.  This 
policy is required for our SS4A Grant process and would state the city’s goal of reducing fatal 
crashes by 50% over the next 10 years.  Attorney Albertson stated that upon Council’s 
recommendation, she could complete this resolution.  Council agreed by consensus to allow to 
process to proceed. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilmember Stevens moved to 
adjourn, seconded by Councilmember Chavez. Mayor Sheets adjourned the meeting at 7:18 PM. 
 


