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June 12, 2026 
 
Statement on Officer Arrest 
 
I was notified that Frankfort Police Sergeant Ethan Cunningham was charged after an investigation 
conducted by the Boone County Sheriff’s Office. The arrest stems from his actions during an off-duty 
incident on Saturday, March 21, 2026, involving K9 Taz.  
 
Cunningham is the subject of an internal investigation by the Frankfort Police Department. That internal 
affairs investigation was paused pending the criminal investigation completion. The internal affairs 
investigators will review the information from Boone County and turn their final report over to me.  
 
The Board of Public Works and Safety has called a special meeting for Wednesday, June 17, 2026, at 9:30 
am. Indiana Code 36-8-3-4 (n) outlines rules and procedures for police officers who face criminal charges. 
The Board of Public Works and Safety cannot act on the employment status until the disposition of the 
criminal charges in the trial court.  
 
Any further comment about the criminal charges and arrest need addressed to the Boone County 
Prosecutor’s Office.  
 
Chief Scott Shoemaker   
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